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ny caught some seven years ago. These 
eos are located on A’s 4o acre farm with 
er bees in small apiaries % mile dis” 

t. The farm and adjoining farms are 

roducing mostly alfalfa crops. _ . 

\, having not given much attention to hiv- 
ing, has let the apiary take care of itself re- 
siting in most of the colonies building 
crosswise in frames, as no starter was pro- 
vided when new swarms were caught. 
About one-half the colonies have done little 
eise than live this season, and the total in- 
crease is ten swarms for this season, and 
about $60 worth of honey from the 50 colo- 
nies. 

In June last A proposed to B that B care 
for A's bees on theco-partner plan of equal 
shares in the ne. (increase being consid- 
ered a part of profits), B to stand labor, ex- 

ense except selling, which was done by 
Both A and B. Later A proposed that B take 
one-half interest in the original 40 colonies 
on account of the extra work to put them in 
shape. 

Now it appears to B that if he keeps A’s 

bees for aterm of years on this share and 
share alike plan (labor to be done by Bb) 
inafew years this plan would favor A to 
such an extent that B would be forced to 
quit, 
So far very little else than section honey 
has been produced There are no tools, 
worth considering, furnished by A. B thinks 
he should take his half of the increase away 
so that he will not have to divide their in- 
crease and honey next season? How about 
B’s interest in the original 40 colonies? B 
thinks that he would be giving too much the 
next season to leave them in the partner- 
ship apiary, while A thinks not. ; 

Both parties are anxious to find a fair 
plan. A has not the time nor experience to 
care for bees, while Bintends to build up 
this apiary and operate it in connection 
with other outapiaries. Any suggestions 
that would be fair to both parties will be 
very much appreciated. WASHINGTON 


ANSWER.—The mix-up is new to me, and 
Iam not sure I know enough to advise. But 
if I understand correctly, the agreement is 
that B gets half the crop and half the in- 
crease. If the arrangement were to be 
closed up at the end of the first year, then B 
would take away half the increase as his 
own property. Then if anew bargain were 
made for the next year, B’s bees would 
hardly be considered in the transaction, 
and I hardly see how the case is any differ- 
entif the arrangement continues from year 
to year. In other words, if B gets half the 
increase, that half is his own private prop- 
erty, and A has in it no claim whatever. 


Bait in Sections 


What is the least quantity of baits to be 
used in sections in a super of 32, todo the 
full good ? PENNSYLVANIA. 

ANSWER.—That depends on what you 
mean by “ full good.’ The chief thing is to 
get the bees s¢arted in supers, and for that 
purpose I’m not sure that a single bait is 
less effective thana superful. If you mean 
to get the most honey possible, then the 
more baits the better, since of course bees 
will store more when saved the expense of 
making comb. 


A Beginner 


1. [have an old stand of bees in an 8-frame 
hive which I would like to transfer in the 
spring, but I do not know exactly how to do 
it to receive the best results, and would like 
to have you explain in full. 

2. Isa queen and drone trap successful or 
not when a swarm stays onthe outside of 
the hive, or do a lot of the bees go back 
into the hive again ? , 

3. When you unite swarms is there any 
danger of them getting out the next day? 

4, What causes them to destroy the sealed 
brood when they are united with acolony 
that has several combs of sealed brood ? 

ILLINOIS. 


ANSWERS.—1I. You want me to explainin 
fall, and to dothat I should have informa- 
tion in full, which you fail to give. All I 
know is that you want to transfer from an 
o!d 8frame hive, but I don’t know the size 


of frames the bees now have, although I am 
pretty safe in guessing that you want them 
in frames of Langstroth size. If they now 
have that size, 17%x9%, and you merely want 
to transfer from an old to a new hive, all 
you have todo is to give the bees some 
smoke, and then lift the combs, bees and 
all, from the old hive, and put them inthe 
same order in the new hive. If you want to 
transfer into frames of different size, then 
just what is to be done depends upon the 
sizes of the old and the new frames. If the 
old frames are larger than the new, then 
cut out the comb, lay the new frame upon it, 
and cut to fit the inside of the frame, mak- 
ing the fit rather tight, and then tie strings 
around it. Todo this latter easily, cut sev- 
eral strings, perhaps four or five for each 
frame, and have the strings long enough to 
reach around the frame from top to bottom. 
and then enough string to tie easily. Lay 
these strings upon a board in order, lay the 
comb upon the strings, put on the frame, 
and then tie. Better not try to lift the 
frame and comb from the board, but lift up 
the board with the frame on it so the frame 
will be in the right position, with top-bar up 
and then you can lift the frame. 

2, A queen-and-drone-trap is successful in 
holding prisoner a queen that attempts to 
pass out with a swarm. When the swarm 
returns, a good many of the bees will clus- 
ter outside, but gradually they will go back 
into the hive, unless it be so warm that they 
prefer to hang out. 

8. There is hardly any more danger than 
there is of a single swarm leaving the hive 
if it is too close and warm. 

4, [don’t know. I don’t think I ever knew 
a case of that kind, although it might hap- 
pen with drone-brood. In that case it would 
be killed when no longer needed. 


Wintering—How to Make Bees Work in Supers 


1. Weare using 1o-frame hives. Is it ad- 
visable to leave all ten frames for winter 
stores, or how much honey does the average 
colony need from October to April ? 


2. [have had troublein getting some colo- 
nies to build in the supers. They had plenty 
of bees and honey in the lower box, but 
would not do anything in the supers. 

3, Why will some colonies swarm when 
they have plenty of room, not even working 
in the supers? 

4. Will bees work better in large or ex- 
tracting frames than in sections ? 

ILLINOIs. 

ANSWERS.—1. What you need to know is 
not how much the average colony needs 
but how much is needed by the colony that 
uses the most. Suppose you knew that the 
consumption by your bees the coming win- 
ter and spring would average 25 pounds, and 
you made sure to have 25 pounds of honey 
in each hive. The result would be that you 
would lose .about half your-colonies from 
starvation. For thereis a big difference in 
the amount of stores consumed by different 
colonies, and you cannot tell beforehand 
which the big eaters are; and so the only 
safe course is to consider every colonya 
big eater, and provide accordingly. In your 
case it will probably be wise for you to 
leave not less than 30 pounds to eachcolony, 
and 35 may be better. Some would even 
prefer 40. You see there will be no waste 
if you give them five or ten pounds more 
than they need, for it will save their using 
justso much of the new harvest to fill up 
the brood chamber before storing in the 
super. Leave the ‘whole ten frames for 
winter, with all the honey the bees have 
stored in them, 

2. If sections are in the super, then you 
need to put in the first super given to each 
colony a bait section; that is,a section that 
was partly built out the previons season, 
and emptied by the bees in the fall. If the 
super contains extracted combs, then either 
the colony is not strong enough or else there 
is not honey enough to fill the brood-cham- 
ber and send a surplus above. 

3. Hard to tell. Indeed, it is not entirely 
understood just why bees swarm at all, and 
such cases aS you mention may occur for 
more than one reason, 

4. It is generally believed that they will. 
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FINEST Italian Queens. 


Send for booklet. 


Jay Smith, 1159 De Wolfe St., Vincennes, Ind, 





PHELPs’ Golden Italian Queens will please 


you. 





For SALE—Fancy and No. 1 comb honey, 
W. L. Ritter, Genoa, Hil. 





THREE-BANDED ITALIAN bees and queens. 
Send ae our 1917 calendar—it’s free. 
E. Crandall & Son, Berlin, Conn. 





